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Saddam�s Use ofSaddam�s Use of
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BRIEFING OVERVIEWBRIEFING OVERVIEW

�� Iraqi ObjectivesIraqi Objectives
�� Perceptions of Perceptions of US/CoalitionUS/Coalition

TargetingTargeting
�� StrategyStrategy
�� Key ElementsKey Elements
�� MethodsMethods

�� ExecutionExecution
�� ImplicationsImplications



33

COUNTERCOUNTER--TARGETING TARGETING 

Preventing or Degrading Detection,
Characterization, Destruction, & Post-
Strike Assessment  of Targets, by any 
Means.

Definition
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Human Shield 

The placement of any category of non-combatant 
personnel, or of civilian equipment, vehicles, or 
material at or near a recognized or suspected military 
or government facility immediately before or during 
hostilities.

Deceptive Sanctuary

The  use of any category of civilian structure or facility 
for military purposes during hostilities.

WORKING DEFINITIONSWORKING DEFINITIONS
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IRAQI COUNTERIRAQI COUNTER--TARGETINGTARGETING
OBJECTIVESOBJECTIVES

�� Ensure Regime & WMD Program SurvivalEnsure Regime & WMD Program Survival
�� Defeat Inspection Regime and Defeat Inspection Regime and 

US/Coalition Strike PotentialUS/Coalition Strike Potential
�� Deter Strikes Against Key Target SetsDeter Strikes Against Key Target Sets
�� Degrade Military Effectiveness of Degrade Military Effectiveness of 

StrikesStrikes
�� Cause a �Strategic incident�Cause a �Strategic incident�
�� Complicate and Discredit  US/Coalition  Complicate and Discredit  US/Coalition  

Air CampaignsAir Campaigns
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DESERT STORM TARGET SETSDESERT STORM TARGET SETS

Source:  1992 DOD Report to CongressSource:  1992 DOD Report to Congress
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�Coalition targeting policy and aircrews made every effort to �Coalition targeting policy and aircrews made every effort to 
minimize civilian casualties and collateral damage. Targeting pominimize civilian casualties and collateral damage. Targeting policies licies 
scrupulously avoided damage to mosques, religious shrines, and scrupulously avoided damage to mosques, religious shrines, and 
archaeological sites, as well as to civilian facilities and the archaeological sites, as well as to civilian facilities and the civilian civilian 
population.�population.�

1992 DOD Report to Congress1992 DOD Report to Congress

MOSQUES
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Iraqi Knowledge of Iraqi Knowledge of US/CoalitionUS/Coalition
Targeting PolicyTargeting Policy

19911991
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Al Al BasrahBasrah MosqueMosque
�Disinformation� Incident�Disinformation� Incident

19911991
Simulated damage to prohibited targets

Nearest 
bomb crater

Al Basrah Mosque, 
its dome neatly sheared off
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MILITARY DISPERSAL:MILITARY DISPERSAL:
USE OF RELIGIOUS SITESUSE OF RELIGIOUS SITES

AS �SANCTUARIES�AS �SANCTUARIES�
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USE OF RELIGIOUS SITESUSE OF RELIGIOUS SITES
AS �SANCTUARIES�AS �SANCTUARIES�
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USE OF CIVILIAN AREAS AS USE OF CIVILIAN AREAS AS 
�SANCTUARIES��SANCTUARIES�
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USE OF CIVILIAN AREAS AS USE OF CIVILIAN AREAS AS 
�SANCTUARIES��SANCTUARIES�
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COLLOCATION OF RELIGIOUS SITECOLLOCATION OF RELIGIOUS SITE
WITH MILITARY INSTALLATIONWITH MILITARY INSTALLATION
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MILITARY EQUIPMENT ATMILITARY EQUIPMENT AT
NONNON--MILITARY GOVERNMENT BUILDINGMILITARY GOVERNMENT BUILDING
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IMPLICATIONSIMPLICATIONS

�� Complicate  US/Coalition Military PlanningComplicate  US/Coalition Military Planning
�� Reduce Military Effectiveness of StrikesReduce Military Effectiveness of Strikes
�� Preserve Key Military Forces & FacilitiesPreserve Key Military Forces & Facilities
�� Enhance Survivability of Air Defense SystemEnhance Survivability of Air Defense System

�� Strategic IncidentStrategic Incident
�� Help Baghdad Discredit Bombing CampaignHelp Baghdad Discredit Bombing Campaign
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STRATEGIC INCIDENTSTRATEGIC INCIDENT
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STRATEGIC INCIDENTSTRATEGIC INCIDENT
Al Firdos Bunker, BaghdadAl Firdos Bunker, Baghdad

Feb 91Feb 91
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SUMMARYSUMMARY

�� Iraq has a history of conducting this type Iraq has a history of conducting this type 
of activityof activity

�� WellWell--organized, centrally managed effortorganized, centrally managed effort
�� Iraq employs a range of tactics:Iraq employs a range of tactics:
�� Using civilians as hostages/shieldsUsing civilians as hostages/shields
�� Deceptive SanctuariesDeceptive Sanctuaries
�� Hiding military equipment in/near mosquesHiding military equipment in/near mosques
�� Parking military equipment in/near civilian Parking military equipment in/near civilian 

areasareas
�� Deploying equipment in/near Deploying equipment in/near 

amusement/recreation parks, cultural sitesamusement/recreation parks, cultural sites


